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A star's reguest for
The Secret Agent

Faraway places (with butlers)

Today's discerming second-home owners want locations as remaote as their private jets can reach — and luxury services, too, reports Catherine Moye

|K@ @ noleriowsly [oosg
woman, the second  |soms
destination thot i (60 read
Iy acoessihle has starod 16
lase it8 oppesl. Bodget
Ripghits, cromded beaches, tralic jams
and packed restavrants hove done for
the Mpditerrunean eoastling whok sto.
demd posters did for impressiondst lnnd
weapes - lowored 115 stock, [Mseeming
highrallers now demmand luxary homes
Im remote nnd almost innecossiblo
lercations
Cons are Wgh-emnl sstate ngenis’
Ereathbess exhoriatbons thal you cap be
“haor 1o dinr b undar 1w hndes™ or
“gitthng om your Morbella alcony im
Fiilkl Lhei Ehime 0L inKes G BH o Malb-
chisier from Lomdon™. Now Lhe sales
hiok fof the siper-qich b8 ow chnl
lenging the jJouwrnpey i o some vifgin
coftier of plaisl eirth. The darroWer
the landing strip or mone anusual thi
"prrival experience” (by seaplane, el
oopher or spoodboath. the greater tho
nppenl and the higher the cost.
~lt's nnt just o proporty trend, s &
Hiostyle and toorism trepd,” sayvs
Jnmes Davis, development director of
pstate agency Hamplons Inlernaisonnd
“Ii's aspirational and abont the Bact
Lhank you con pesch this ploce [hnl most
poopde woukint have the resources 1o
e 0, Bt ot yodl gel Lo your hides-
vy you wanl all e luxuries as well.™
Modorn technology such as the
private bl @ the Intermet mied have
ashersd koo redurn o Lhe omancs of
piels such a8 Rofdrnsow Ornisoe, Tnvas
e, Ditarad amed Siofss Fareily Rofsdnson
bt it's wnlikely that the orlginad casts
wiys would mecognise the packnge of
trimmings that comes ns standard with
0 Tistoentury remobe hiden sy
Thore nre no parred:shouldoring
pirates slumming it in woodon stock-
ndes or Hen Gunne hding in caves and
dreaming of cheese. [nslead there ame
comfort-coaled fuxury villas with walsr
alkles and privide pools. Though muost
Eroperties coeme wih & =imply dressed]
Min Friday, e 18 lhely o b n condon
Bled chel with a Enowledge of wine
(@il & celiar) o Aval o Sl koA
Paris restarnd.
“With people Hving [ael-paced [ives

in citses [Ke London, Tokyoe and Now
York, when the Hme comes 1o @el away
there's nothing nsore aliractive tham o
serene noiurn! destination i the mid
die of nowhere withoidl having o
sacrifice lusury.” suys  Sonu Shivdas
aml, who with his Swedish wile, Eva
runs Sonove, which s topenid, eco
logicnlly friendly spo-resarts on pam
dise islunids, predominantly in the Mal
dives, They are lnunching Soneva Kir
o dovelopmont of 48 pood villes on tha
Thal Iskand of Keh Hemd, which s
accessible only By private aireenit
Tollowed by a spesdboal. Vel in spite al
it Inascessibi iy, preces aiort a1 £35S
for vast Domes of bamboo and sum-
bleac ] pilne el are a8 GEstldboias]y
green and close b0 nalure §s @ skck
IbssE Gl i DwE.

It 18 tlee simpde Uuings (0 lfe Usat ake
the most higlily prided. bellsves Shiv-
dasant, “Freshoess B @ nome experimnee
Tor those thai dwell in cities.” he says
ke @ snbul that was still sitking n
the parden two hours earller or a Ash
rocemtly swimmiing by.”

In preperty o2 in Jlfn'hlg.'h-. W Nre
entering n more health-oonschoes nge
Jist as the fishlon for ihe cholesieral
filles]  Afichaolin-sanrred mezl hns glven
way o @ mare low-[sl orgamle 4ol so
the repnote location villa has bots of new
B toalc s W hiave Somo- 0 loRE way
from the 1990s ond 1880s when (e
hiph-2latis sond Bome bitiled (o be a
Elled Xanmiu festocnsd with decori-
tion and redolent of hedonbns. For
exnmple al the Four Seasons Resi
dimcis, o oresart B the Seschelles, the
swimming poils hove besen desigied o
incorporate  boolders that  have
romnined in the swme ploce for thou
sands of years. And lay the meosd
expensive pmd exclusive of oversoas
houses are designed In such 8 way 1had
s sametimes hard o nctuslly ses
them. For all their stote-of thoant hox-
ury Inbersors, they copvey the simgplacity
af Buddha siiting cross-kegped In tran
scrpdlental imediation, Absiiesce-dee-
glemor, ok mght eall it

“There's definitely o trend towsands
barefool chie,” sayve awnrd - winning
architect Hichard Hywel Evans
“Excepl thal when vou click vour fn

gers @ butler cofmes running,” He has
jusl abont cornemsd e markel o boge
el hotel-villa resorts. “More aml more
peaple phome s with more mod more
reneate and extreordinary 1slaiwls that
we bz alf and have o book at. I'm
bailding n ponfooiy-botel 100 milés off
the Australian boarrier reel whore yon
cnn go souba diving out of your bed:
rodi window.™

Hywel Evans is also constracting 28
villas, togethior with “five A-fromo
irnss buts,” at £ Pagyon an FHleits,
prvate kelnnd I the Inalsn oosnn, 66
oy pndd & halfs bonl ride Cromy the
Seyehollos. Proporties are up 1o 1500
g M oamd are priced [eam LLEm. Tihe
divelopmant by sha company Per
Aguum  merges lnto the landscape
wilien sewi [rodid Aie ses oF o - Wlial
Hiywed Evans calls “stealth archibes
tiare™. Chamers will be ahbe (o use a0
naraamditioned helicopfier servioe o get
to Lhe mesard in 18 mingles fromm the
Sovehelles capitnd of Male

“Sepping off the plane directly on 10
thir bench in one of the prentest ways to
siart & holidny,” says Dovid Hew of
Kamalame Cay, o privade {sland on the
cifgar af the Tongue of the Ocenn in The
Bahamps, “Guests arrive In Nasaag
and then iransfer o the private
termvingl sl sl eEght b Uhe crees

Mt Funs Beldnd e Cay.”

The Bmilvaosns] and operaiesd hide-
awany has Bedch froal 1ots available for
fim plas the oot of bullfing o homme,
wizlch varies depeniding on designe Sindl
mrovide lotelatyle servioes and residents
alen have acoess too the Grent House, o
gmithering place for menks and cockinils

Tndeed, it & the growth in private air
trovel Chat s fuslling the Boom in far
Mung honses nad resort-hofel devolop-

For all their state-of-the-art
luxury interiors, they
convey the simplicity of
Buddha in transcendental
meditation
Abstinence-decadence,
one might call it

manivts, savs Hwyel Evame, "It fist like
it was with bnts & couple of decndes
agn. Omew people have o plane, or &
franchise on aee, they oan go whaore
they 1ike and so you hinve all thess new
dstinations oponing wp”

Hod Hersay, vicechalrman ol Nel

Purchasing paradise: Kamalame Cay, a private iskend in the Bahamas

Je1s, which offers [ractional oircraft
ownerahip, lins  sssn woprecebentesd
prowih in tho past five yeoars "First,
this is due (o the bsxm o the soon
pany,” e saya. “Second, becatse people
hale afrports and want privacy  md
raclusivity in their Ayving thai cominer
cial airlines can't gve them™

He reckons that when the saperaich
by privote nireraft, loksaire trovel ks ne
much & part of Lthe rensoning as
baesinrss (s, “Poople wse thiom U6 20 b
thelr hidlday lomes” e exploins. <18
B ast short-FRRge weerafl Bt long-
range foo, People will use their dlran-
chlsa) mhkles e go holse hanting and
thiey wiill loak a8 places such a8 Noeam-
Elgies @il Tandganin. Hall the aidnlysls
B “Where can 1 My o bo roasonalily
exc] nslye?

Bl perisomoas plumes of akrline emis
wlomd Hmpering in our skl bre slarkly
at odds with “remote” developers
byperventilotimg their sco-credentials
According to Friends of the Earth,
nvimlion & the [stest-eprowing. source
of carbon dioxide in the UK amd o she-
nificant netor in élimate change.,
Cinowing numbaers of alphn males book-
ing toe play Kobinson Crasse by way of
n persnnnl Learpol ate hardly going to
mitgate the greenhonso elfect. Mindrsl
of e contradiction, the Soneva group
Elvis Bwo o cEnt of HE annunl peve
pges Wowhrds off-seitlng carbon eimis-
shoika, And develapers Jean-Michel
Germing and Morkus Frey, whi e
Bigilding a 56-unkf resort on Long
Ielond, 20 miles froim Phuket, which
camn e reached only by helicopter, are
|'ntl:|u:.|.|s|:i.-: ally planting trees,

Buit Senm Collins, chiel executive of
pstnde Agency J"un' Intermational, is
soeptical. “To be perfectly honest, 'm
atterly bored hy the oot thot any
project anywhere in the world will tell
wvoo why it's s gond environmentally,”
bir says, “The reality |5 thore's handly
any project thal doeesn’t leave & flrm
pnvirommental footprint il on (op of
that vou have nereased ke travel s
el to the pleee”

It mbghi e argued. Bowever, thal (he
Fighr-enid moarker con assist i itk
the environmenial mpact by reducing
the densily ol pecple

Ir ey wedd 1o g0 Deod-So-land
with decndenes, the way Lo bring vour
ooty inte economie viablity B o
progerve Ile pristine appeal with n
hapsdfial of very high-end developmenls

*The wiorrle has hevoane much wesalih
ier nnd thore is o lot of new money in
places that were exobic in the past”
says Davis, “That has poshex] the old
mnny oot 26 now the sophbeticabod
msoney Lhnt 1= le=s brash nng showy is
heading to these mw rmsorts whors
vl wery b Tusd the papamzEl lens . o
PoCOETHRE Sveryoe: (n the hatel hae™

Mol that There ismt snoh valoe 0 the
Ty Beeniid Boses Sldresses, [T ol ane
A businessperson Based tn & high
diensiiy iy, L mohe fensnie yoilir -
nway thie bigger the foatlier In vour
caf. “Pesple jife very linpresds] @l o
iliimer ity whei you sy [hal youl
hasiie @ lioime aii the edie ol the faibgbe™
says Dawis, who s marketing the Four
Senmons Hesidences compex i Uhie Sey
chelles, where the typicnlly highspoo
villas are priced from £3.04m and Blend
in amsong the palms and alfbidn trees

Such on ontnimbs] Edep that ook o
Ibttle hit of effort to et to is whad
appealed o Alec Potbigrow, a Hong
Konhased trader. when he bought o
lrge plot on Jumeriah Palm [sland
{EnowTy loeally s BRarma Bay ksland),
just all the coast of Phuket i Thal-
Jomd, Hoving chst arouie] yarioas parts
of the worlil, he dectiled o ome of jus
11 plots on the iskand. which can be
reached only via a 10 mingige speidto
ride frinm Phiokel,

Hew he has commissioned am archi
tect miil i o the process of bolliling o
lnrge Enmily house. & lsatel by Duobal
bsed derveloper Emmar s schedulod o
b built In the feture el otber ihan
thait, there are just o few nedghboars an
Inrge plots. “Hong Kong ks n funiastio
mndern eity bl you can hnve snongh
af i anys Pettigrew, =1 don't need o
call it home, Communications technol
ofes (oday are s0 mivanood thaet you
e waork valt of Ay w e ol Lhis s a
YOEY, VEFY spechal moce,”

Today™ [Fedsore Sihad migvt look
ke the Kind of place wihsere the moil
boal only peills Info porl oboe 8 woel
bk it miast lave win
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BEDROOM LUXURY APARTMENTS

1 BEDIRCHOM APARTMENTS FROM C3500000

2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS FROM £950,000
3 BEDROCH APARTMENTS FROM E2.175 (MM

GLOHE THEATRE

TATE MODERN

RILLEMWNILUPA BRIDGE

Riverview

Holdings Limited

020 7248 9747
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