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Legend has it that Greek shipping magnate Aristotle Onassis wanted to buy the lonian island of
Ithaki, Odysseuss homeland, but it wasn't for sale. Instead, he settled for the nearby uninhabited
island of Skorpios. When Onassis acquired the land mass in 1963, little did he know that he would
start a trend among the jet set. While he wasn't the first person to own an island, Onassis instilled
into the public consciousness the idea of a private island as the ultimate retreat. Skorpios became his

sanctuary and he and his children, Alexander and Christina, are buried there. = Today, many others

have followed Onassis’s example, including media mogul Ted Tumer, actors Nicolas Cage and Brooke

Three private-island owners talk about their unique seaside sanctuaries
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